
Citizen Science
Be a citizen scientist today!  Scientists all over the 

world need help collecting data, and you can help with 
important and exciting research.

STEAM 
at 

home!

Supplies Needed

● Internet access on any 
device

● Pen or pencil and paper 
(optional)

● Any additional supplies 
needed for your specific 
project

Why are we doing this 
activity?

Researchers everywhere work on big, 
exciting projects to learn about everything 
from how we can prevent birds from 
crashing into windows to tracking the 
spread of disease and so much more.  
Because the world is so big, scientists 
can't possibly study everything 
everywhere.  This is where you come in.  
From your own home, you can be part of a 
scientific project!  Today, choose a project 
and plan when and how you’re going to 
contribute.

What to do

1. On your device with internet 
access, use the browser to go to 
scistarter.org

2. Click the “project finder” tab.  If you 
have a specific interest, enter some 
search terms into the Project Finder 
form.  Or, you can browse the 1300+ 
projects on the site.



                   What to do
(continued)

1. As you browse through the list of projects, 
choose a few that look interesting to you.  
Click or tap on the project photo to read a 
little bit more about it.  You can create an 
account if you want to save any to read 
more about later (or note them down with 
your pen and paper).  As you look at your 
choices, first think about the location.  
Some projects are based in a specific 
location, like the California coast.  Next, 
decide if you want to be outdoors, or help collect data by 
playing games on a computer.  There are lots of projects 
to choose from!

2. Once you’ve chosen a project, follow the steps given to 
create an account and join the project.  Because scientists 
need to make sure the data collected is really good data, 
it’s important to follow the steps exactly.

3. Share your data with the project!

STEAM 
at 

home!

Want to go further?
● If you don’t find anything interesting on SciStarter, try looking at the similar 

site AnecData for even more projects. 
● After you’ve tried one project, do another!  Many of them involve quick, 

one-time data collection, so you can do several.  Or, go deeper into a project 
and do longer-term data collection.

● The State of Ohio’s Department of Natural Resources also runs citizen 
science projects.  They would like to know more about the wildlife in our 
state.  If you are confident in your data collection skills, visit their website to 
learn more about these projects.  
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/education-and-outdoor-discovery/citizen-science
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